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Abstract:

In August 2003, Western Europe experienced a deadly heat wave. It is estimated that 15,000 people died in
France from its direct effects. Applying an indirect estimation technique to the monthly number of deaths by
sex, age, and place of residence for the period 1996-2003, we estimate the number of years that would
have remained to those who died from the heat wave had they been spared. The paper also evaluates the
role of the 'harvesting' effect of the 2003 heat wave in explaining the deficit of deaths recorded in
2004--estimated at 23,000 out of an expected total of 535,000 deaths. The harvesting effect was modest
and accounted for fewer than 5,000 of the 'missing' deaths in 2004. The mortality decline in 2004 is thus
due mainly to other factors. One hypothesis is that special efforts have been directed towards isolated older
people as a consequence of the heat wave.
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Resource Description

Exposure : &
weather or climate related pathway by which climate change affects health
Temperature
Temperature: Extreme Heat
Geographic Feature: @
resource focuses on specific type of geography
None or Unspecified
Geographic Location: @
resource focuses on specific location
Non-United States
Non-United States: Europe
European Region/Country: European Country
Other European Country : France

O
Page 1 of 2


http://dx.doi.org/10.1080/00324720701804249
What is this?

What is this?

What is this?

What is this?

What is this?

What is this?

What is this?

What is this?


Climate Change and Human Health Literature Portal

Health Impact: &
specification of health effect or disease related to climate change exposure
Injury
Mitigation/Adaptation: &
mitigation or adaptation strategy is a focus of resource
Adaptation
Population of Concern: A focus of content
Population of Concern: &
populations at particular risk or vulnerability to climate change impacts
Elderly
Resource Type: ™
format or standard characteristic of resource
Research Article
Timescale: @
time period studied
Time Scale Unspecified
Vulnerability/Impact Assessment: &
resource focus on process of identifying, quantifying, and prioritizing vulnerabilities in a system

A focus of content
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